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FOREWORD 



THAT the lassitude engendered these mid-Summer days caa- 
noi mitigate the ardor of devoted contributors, the following 
pages — of no less interest and value than many preceding — 
are witness. 

Mr. McLachlan'a official connection has enabled him to col- 
late the valuable data respecting the Protestant Church Registers 
here presented, and his unflattering contrast of these with the 
official records of the Catholic community may, it is hoped, have 
the good effect of inducing the greater care and accuracy shown 
to be needful on the part of some keepers of Protestant records. 

Mr. Lapalice has unintentionally emphasized this point in his 
article on the "Negro Slaves in Montreal, Under the Ancient 
Regime", in showing how careful the authorities were, not only 
to preserve the individual right of marriage to a slave, but to en- 
sure that all Acts of Civil Status — Births, Marriages, Burials — 
should be recorded with the same fidelity and detail as in the 
case of free citizens. Despite his modest disclaimer to do more 
than give a simple and uncomprehensive recital, his article will 
be found replete with much unrecorded matter quite new to many 
and altogether valuable. 

Mr. Dickson, a new contributor, tells with pen and camera of 
the precedent set by the authorities of a Western village in em- 
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hellishing the outer walls of their school with carvings of his- 
toric significance — an example worthy of general imitation. 

Mr. Marin's "Memoranda" are unusually voluminous and full 
of interesting matter from the general and particular view-points. 
The discreet peep he permits into the Editorial portfolio assures 
the reader of good things yet in store, and may, let us hope, have 
the effect of stirring some indolent, but well-furnished, pens to 
yet further augment this reserve. His patriotic soul is again 
moved to voice — this time in vigorous English as trenchant as 
his own native speech — some reflections awakened by "the 
atrocities perpetrated by the modern Huns", and their "sav- 
ageries", as disclosed in the Bryce Report. The implication con- 
veyed, the inference to be drawn, and the duty at hand, cannot 
surely be misunderstood by any Canadian.— THE EDITOR. 
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NOTES ON THE PROTESTANT CHURCH 
REGISTERS OF MONTREAL. 

By R. W. McLachlah. 



PfRE VIOUS to my appointment, in 1908. 
2 the archives of the Montreal Court 
| House, including the registers of 
civil status, which, as an appendage 
to the Tutelle office, were under the care of one 
of its employees, who, when he could spare time 
from his regular duties, tried to keep things in 
order and, when a copy of some document w^as 
called for, or a certificate of birth wanted, he 
took the key from its peg and going down to 
where the archives were kept, sought out and 
brought up the document required, or the regis- 
ter from which the extract was to be taken, that 
is if he could find the latter, for, if sufficient 
information was not forthcoming as to the 
church in which the ceremony took place, there 
- were ten chances to one, that it could not be 
found. 

It may be readily noted, that, under this 
want of supervision, the registers of civil status, 
espically those of the Protestant Churches, 
could not be kept in good order, or in accessible 
form, Some of the annual registers which had 
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been misplaced were classed as missing, while 
those of other churches, which had changed their 
names or locations, were separated and given 
two different sets of folios. 

Thus, as in the case of the old Lagauchetiere 
Street Presbyterian Church, which having been 
founded by the Eev. Dr. Taylor, and continued 
under his pastoral care for over fifty years, was 
known as Taylor's Church. After his death, a 
church, founded in the Eastern part of the city, 
was named in his memory — Taylor Church, 
and these two, the old and the new, were classed 
together as one, while the register of Erskine 
church, the name assumed by the Lagauchetiere 
Street Church, after its removal to St. Catherine 
street, was classed as a new church. 

As no continued effort had been made to en- 
force the regular deposit each year, of these reg- 
isters, a number of churches, becoming delin- 
quent, failed to comply with the law, conse- 
quently many registers were missing. Although 
some have been lately secured, most of them 
have been lost beyond recovery. 

These registers had all to be carefully gone 
over, one by one, and correctly placed, arranged 
and folioed and each classified under its proper 
denominational heading. 
While this in a measure facilitated research 
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work, there was still the difficulty of locating 
the church in which the baptism, marriage or 
burial sought, had been recorded, so, when the 
archives had been separated from the Tutelle 
office and regularly organized info a depart- 
ment with an efficient staff under the general 
supervision of Mr. E. Z. Massieotte, lie deter- 
mined to prepare a regular index of the regis- 
ters of civil status, and, believing it expedient, 
began with those of the Protestant churches, 
because of the greater difficulties of searching 
among them than among those of the Roman 
Catholics. The work has been continued reg- 
ularly ever since, having been brought down to 
the year 1907. It is expected that it will be 
completed to date during the course of next 
year. 

The necessity for an index of the acts recorded 
in these registers is the more accentuated be- 
cause of the length of time that is allowed to 
lapse — sometimes exceeding ten and twenty 
years — between birth and baptism, and its oc- 
casional neglect altogether, and because of the 
different denominations into which Protestants 
are divided, and further, because of the long dis- 
tances some travel from their homes to worship 
with those of their own peculiar belief or polity. 
With others, church connection is so lightly held 
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by, that baptisms of members of the same family 
are sometimes recorded in registers of churches 
of different denominations. Only the other day, 
a gentleman asked for certificates of three mem- 
bers of his family, mentioning a certain church 
as the one in which they had been baptized, lie- 
fore referring to the register of that church, the 
names were hunted up in the general index, from 
which it was learned that they were not bap- 
tised in the church given by the father, but in 
three other churches, widely separated as to 
location, and different as to polity, one being 
Anglican, another Presbyterian, and the third 
Methodist. 

But the greatest difficulty is in locating mar- 
riages, for most of these are celebrated under 
authority of license, and often between those 
who are strangers, not only to the church, but 
to the city, making it almost impossible to find 
the act sought, save by going over every one of 
the 150 registers for the year in which the mar- 
riage was celebrated. Why, some ministers seem 
to make a business of marrying any one that 
comes along. In one small church in a western 
suburbs, with an average congregation not ex- 
ceeding 150, there were celebrated in the year 
1914, 110 marriages to only one baptism and six 
burials. In the previous year, there were record- 
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ed 85 marriages. Now, the greatest number of 
marriages that could under ordinary circum- 
stances be celebrated among the members of 
such a small congregation should not exceed ten 
or twenty each year. 

Occasionally letters are received, intimating 
that a certain marriage came off, somewhere in 
Canada, "Will you look up and let us know if it 
took plaee in Montreal?" 

While this work has been in progress, many 
points and deductions worth noting have been 
observed, some of which it has been thought w r ell 
to present to this Society. Mr. Massicotte has 
already published in another periodical many 
interesting incidents, connected with mixed 
marriages, between those having English and 
French names, recorded in the first Protestant 
register of the 18th century. In this connection, 
there may be well here mentioned the marriage 
of Donald McKereher with Mary Black, who 
signs the register as Marie Louise Lenoir. 
Many of her descendents are to be found in this 
city, some of them unable to speak a work of 
English. 

The first Protestant register of Montreal is 
that of Christ Church, which dates back to 
October 17CB, just six years after the capitula- 
tion, so there appears to be no extant record of 
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any births, marriages and burials of Protec- 
tants that came to pass in Montreal during the 
interval. This register which is simply a repar- 
toire. giving no details, save in rare, instances, 
when the spongers at baptisms, or witnesses at 
marriages of important personages, are given, 
is only a copy made in 1795. 

The first entry in this register was the bap- 
tism on the 5th October 1766 of John Canada, 
son of James and Mary Crompton. 

Another early baptism was that of Ann. 
daughter of Lawrence and Jiinima Ermatinger, 
a member of a family which became famous in 
the history of the eitv. 

*-■ i 

The first marriage recorded was contracted 
on 3rd October 1766, between Peter Paul Sou- 
beiran and Catherine Felicite Chaumont, prob- 
ably both of Swiss nationality. Another, in 
which both names are undoubtedly English, oc- 
cured on the 23rd December 1767, between Wil- 
liam Edward Gray and Margaret Oaks. Both 
of these families rose to importance in business 
circles in the city of the time. 

For thirty years, the register of Christ Church 
was the only available record for births, mar- 
riages and burials of the non-Catholic inhabi- 
tants of Montreal, so its pages were made use 
of by Protestants of all persuasions, including, 
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besides Anglicans, many Scotch Presbyterians, 
Methodists, Congregationalism, and even Jews 
and Roman Catholics. 

Among the marriages of the regular citizens, 
was sandwiched, on the 20th January 1786, that 
of "Francis and Jane, both slaves of Colonel 
Campbell," and in 1787, "York Thomas and Mar- 
garet McCloud, both negroes, were married by 
leave of their respective masters". There are 
also baptisms of children of, as well as burials 
of negro slaves. 

There is also recorded the baptism of an -il- 
legitimate child", who afterwards became a 
most prominent citizen of Montreal. Fourteen 
years afterwards. Ids father and mother were 
married at the ages of 38 and 39 years respect- 
ively. The wife apparently could not write, as 
"her mark" is appended to the register. This is 
not a single instance, for many of the wives of 
prominent business men in those days signed 
the marriage register with crosses. 

Although St. Gabriel Church, then and for 
many years afterwards known as the "Scotch 
Presbyterian Church", was started in 1780. it 
was not until ten years afterwards that it was 
accorded the right to keep a register. The chief 
business men of the city being Scotchmen, this 
church from the first: proved successful, and 
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many marriages and baptisms of the more pro- 
minent citizens in the history of Montreal are 
therein recorded. 

The Old retired North Westers, when they set- 
tled down in Montreal, made this their church 
home, and in a number of instances brought 
down with them their whole family and had 
them all baptised at one time as children, say, 
of Donald Ross and an "Indian woman". 

In 1814, Christ Church had so grown in im- 
portance That its work was divided and the 
chaplain of the garrison authorized to keep a 
register in which to record the acts of civil 
status of the soldiers of the several regiments 
stationed in Montreal. 

In 1810, St. Andrews Church, which was 
founded as early as 1803, was the first dissenting 
church in the Province to be entrusted with the 
right to perform acts of civil status. It was 
then styled the United Associate Congregation. 

The Associate Congregation had broken away 
from the church of Scotland about the year 
1740 with James Erskine as leader, and it was 
shortly divided on the question of accepting or 
rejecting an oath demanded by the government 
into Burghers and anti-Burghers. They united 
again when the subject under dispute ceased to 
be of importance under the name United As- 
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sod ate. The United body becoming more enter- 
prising sent out a number of missionaries to 
Canada, where they established a number of 
churches of their order, including St. Andrews. 

About the year 1824, finding that the differ- 
ences that separated them in Scotland did not 
exist in Canada, and wishing to participate in 
the clergy reserves, only granted to the estab- 
lished churches of Scotland and England, they 
united with the former. Thus St. Andrews, the 
first dissenting church founded in Montreal, is 
now the only one in Canada retaining its con- 
nection with the Established Church of Scot- 
land. 

In 1818, the Methodist Church secured a regis- 
ter and then there was an interval of twelve 
years before St. Paul's, a division of St. Gabriel's 
was formed. Then followed the American Pres- 
byterian Church in 1832. the Baptists in 1833, 
Zion Congregational and also the United Pres- 
byterian (now Erskine) in 1834, St. Stephen, 
Anglican, in 1835, Trinity, Anglican, founded by 
Gabriel Christie, in 1840 ; the Jewish Synagogue 
in 1841, and St. Thomas, Anglican, as a Countess 
of Huntingdon denomination, in 1842. The first 
French Protestant Church was founded in 1845, 
and in the same year the Unitarian was granted 
the rights of civil status. 
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The following- is a statistical table of the Pro- 
testant Churches founded during and existing at 
the close of each decade for the first ninety years 
during the British regime: 



Founded Exiting 



From 1766 to 1795—30 vears. . . 


1 


1 


- 1796 to 1805—10 




1 


2 


- 1806 to 1815—10 




1 


«*> 
• > 


" 1816 to 1825—10 




1 


4 


1826 to 1830—10 


* i 


2 


6 


" 1836 to 1845—10 


ii 


17 


23 


" 1846 to 1855—10 


k • 


9 


25 


1856 to 1915—60 




JL2o 


148 


Arranging them by denominations they are as 


follows : — 










City & Suburb 


District 


Total 


Anglican 


36 


7 


43 


Presbyterian 


39 


4 


4:i 


Methodist 


26 


5 


31 


Congregational 


7 


1 


8 


Baptist 


7 


1 


8 


Other denominations. . . 


12 





12 


Municipal 


2 


2 


4 


Jewish 


19 




19 




148 


20 


168 


Churches that have been 








closed or amalgamated 








with others 


24 


5 


29 




172 


25 


197 
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Thus there are issued and deposited nearly 
1.70 registers of civil status of the Protestant 
Churches each yen r. These aggregate together 
4!C>0 annual books for the city and 730 for the 
district or a total of 5680. 

Many of the entries in the Protestant regis- 
ters, contrasted with those of the Roman Cath- 
olic parishes, give very few details as to the fam- 
ily connections of the parties- They simply state 
the fact that "John Jones and Betsey Brown 
were married by authority of license on the 25th 
March, 1015"', while among French Canadians 
the maiden name of a married woman whether 
in her marriage or the baptism or burial of her 
children as well as in the burial of her husband 
is always given. It is in most cases neglected 
by the Protestant Ministers and never appears 
in the burial of the husband. 

Among them a married woman never looses 
her identity, whereas the reverse is the case 
among the English speaking citizens. Only the 
other day a prominent clergyman came to hunt 
for the maiden name of the mother of a friend 
in Scotland who had asked him to trace it, but 
although we turned up the baptism of a number 
of her children, the marriage and burial of 
others as well as her own burial, and even not- 
arial documents signed by her husband, were 
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unsuccessful. Her family name bad been ef- 
fectually dropped on her marriage and sbe dis- 
appeared from view as an entity separate from 
her husband. Another entry states that "Mrs. 
Joseph Richard, died and was buried/' Another 
in the West End Methodist Church states that 
"Mrs. Green, sr., of the city of Montreal, died 
on the Sth day of May, 1905." 

In recording the births of "natural" children 
there is a departure from the more kindly prac- 
tice which hides the "slip" of the mother under 
the style 'unknown parents," whereas among the 
non-Catholics the mother's name is always given 
and often that of the father, and in one register 
there is a most revolting entry in which it is 
recorded that a young girl gave birth to a child 
of which her brother was the father, both names 
being given, its death which fortunately occur- 
red soon afterwards is recorded in the same 
manner. In another register, this time a muni- 
cipal one, a man has two of his children register- 
ed as born of his concubinage with a woman 
whose name is given, now living with him. 

Sometimes, curious mistakes occur, as for 
instance : a minister performed two marriages 
on the same day and being in a hurry had both 
signed in blank and to be filled up afterwards 
from notes he had hastily taken. The same notes 
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were filled out to both marriages. Another 
similar mistake was made by the same minister 
when he transposed the details of a funeral with 
that of a marriage. Other cases occur with the 
signatures only without details. Then there are 
instances where marriages have been celebrated 
without any record whatever having been kept 
to establish the contract in law. One church 
especially has frequently violated the law on 
this point. 

Now, while nearly every birth among Roman 
Catholics is recorded through baptism, fully one 
third, or, as some claim, nearly one half of the 
non-Catholics cannot produce the evidence of 
their citizenship. This neglect to register births 
is the more prevalent among those who do not 
believe in infant baptism, and espically among 
Jews and those of no religious belief, and this 
prejudice is often aggravated by the impression 
that the registration is made by the doctors as- 
sisting at births having to report such births at 
the City Hall, whereas the supposed registration 
is only a report of the birth for statistical pur- 
poses to the Health Department at the City 
Hall, which report is not recorded but according 
to law has to be destroyed at the end of the 
year. 

Now, while this form of registration was suf- 
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fieieut for a small honieogenous population, 
;m(; while the genealogies of the French Cana- 
dian families are almost perfect, and, in most 
instances can be traced back to their founders 
in the Province, it is altogether inadequate for 
a cosmopolitan city of the size of Montreal with 
people of all forms of beliefs and unbeliefs, and 
who have no knowledge bearing on the proper 
recording of their civil status. 

True, an amendment to the law was adopted 
some years ago, giving any one, not believing in 
infant baptism or with no church connection, the 
right to cause the city clerk or other such mu- 
nicipal official of his municipality to register 
the birth of his children. But it was not until 
the rear 1907 that the first register was issued 
to the clerk of the city of Montreal, for the pur- 
pose of registering births only. But this not be- 
ing compulsory and the change in the law not 
generally known, very few have availed them- 
selves of the opportunity, for during these eight 
years that registers have been thus issued to the 
City Clerk only sixty live births have been re- 
corded, or an average of eight each year. The 
number has varied from two in 1909 to sixteen 
in 1910. 

There is therefore urgejpt need of some reform 
of the system at least for those who do not be- 
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lieve in infant baptism. Is it well that many 
good citizens should be robbed of this proof of 
their citizenship in this grand Dominion, by 
the ignorance of their parents or the neglect of 
their spiritual advisers? There should be com- 
pulsory registration. 
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LES ESCLAVES NOIRS A MONTREAL 
SOLS I/ANCIEN REGIME. 

Par O. M. H.-Lapalice. 

f T ANT que les nations d'Europe, an 
commencement du siecle dernier, 
adoptassent tour a tour Pabolition 
definitive de Fesclavage, et avant que 
la guerre de Secession, il y a cinquante ans, pro- 
elamat en principe le noir Pegal du blanc, quand 
la pratique du lynch ne vient pas a l'encontre du 
principe, Fesclavage en Canada, etait reguliere- 
ment pratique. 

Au quinzieme siecle, FEurope avait bien aboli 
le commerce des esclaves ; mais la decouverte du 
nouveau monde, vint le retablir, et si bien, que 
les pays europeens, possesseurs de colonies, 
virent encore la necessity d'en faire une legisla- 
tion speciale. Le negre etait encore considere 
comme un objet de commerce. En effet, les edits 
et ordonnances royaux de 1727, au sujet des co- 
lonies, decrete que "les negres, denrees et mar- 
ch andises qui seront trouves sur les greves on 
dans les ports, et qui proviendront des navires 
franca is faisant le commerce et ranger, et des 
navires strangers, seront eonfisques, et le capi 
taine sera condamne a 1.000 1 ivi es d'amende." 




AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL 



Plusieurs annees avant cette date, en 1709, 
Pintendant Baudot avait promulgue I'ordonnan- 
ce suivante : 

''Nous ordonnons que tons les panis et negres, 
qui ont ete achetes et qui le seront dans la suite, 
appartiendront en pleine propriete a ceux qui 
les ont achetes, eomme etant leurs esclaves. 

Les panis et les negres ne devront quitter leurs 
maitres, et ne devront etre debauches sous peine 
de 50 livres d'amende." 

Et plus tard, en 1736, Pintendant Hocquart 
ordonnait que ceux qui voudront affranehir 
leurs esclaves, seront tenus de le fa ire par un 
act© passe devant notaire. 

Le 25 juillet 1712, le Conseil d'Etat deereta 
que les negres et esclaves fugitifs demeureraient 
la propriete du roi. 

Je ne traiterai pas de Tesclavage en Canada; 
ce sujet a deja ete traite avant aujourd'hui. Je 
ne mentionnerai que les esclaves et negres settle- 
ment, et a Montreal. I/esclavage des sanvages 
appeles panis, etait pratique sur line haute 
echelle a Montreal, sous le regime franca is. On 
comptait des esclaves panis, dans tout.es les mai- 
sons bourgeoises. L'annee 1761, pent nous don- 
ner line idee de leur nombre, quand, sans etre 
line annee d'epidemie, le necrologe de Xotre- 
Darne, en mentionne viugt-cinq, soit, juste le 
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dixienie tin total lies sepultures de cette annee; 
et le registre de sepulture de FHdpital General 
en est rempli. Les negres etaient moins nom- 
breux ; paraissaient etre un objet de luxe, et 
servaient generalement les hauts dignitaires et 
les riches. Presque toujours, le proprietaire 
d'un negre ou deux, avait egalemeut a son ser- 
vice un grand nombre de panis. 

A 1'aide des registres de Xotre-ftame, des ar- 
chives du Seminaire de St-Sulpiee et des archi- 
ves du Palais de Justice de Montreal, je n'en 
ferai qu'un simple reeensement. Je n'ai pas la 
pretention de tous les nientionner, niais la plu- 
part dentre eux ont ou ete baptises, niaries, ven- 
dus ou sepultures a Montreal. 

Je ne nientionnerai pas toutes les naissances 
des manages legitimes ou illegitimes, non plus 
que le deeds de ces memes enfants ; ces mentions 
deviendraient longues et oiseuses. 

II ny a rien d'etonnant si ces noirs n'ont 
pas ete tous des modeles de moralite. Bon nom- 
bre d'entre eux avaient recu leur premiere edu- 
cation domestique, avant d'arriver au pays, 
presqu'au meme niveau que celle des animaux 
domestiques. Leur education chretienne, dont 
i.s etaient depourvus, fut toute a faire. Et dans 
tous les cas, leurs nouveaux maitres en ce pays, 
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semblent, a hi lumidre de PEvangile, Jeur avoir 
fait partager les a vantages tie la civilisation. 

Le premier noir, signale dans les Registres de 
Notre-Dame, est Louis, natif de I'll" de Mada- 
gascar, demeurant chez Louis Lecomte-Dupre. 
II fut baptise sol ennel lenient, a Page de 26 ans, 
le 24 mai 1692, veille de la Pentecote, par 31. 
Dollier de Casson, cure de Notre-Dame, ayant 
pour parrain, Rene Cnillerier, inargiiillier en 
charge, et pour marraine, Madame Lecomte- 
Dupre. Et le meme jour, fut anssi baptise, 
Pierre Celestin, age de 24 ans, natif anssi de 
Madagascar, a cette date deja colonic franchise; 
il demeurait chez Pierre Leber. 

Le troisieme et dernier noir signale a Mont- 
real, au ITieme siecle, est Jacques, qui en 1694. 
(Reg. N.D., 10 avril 1694 et 12 sept. 17081 de- 
meurait depuis deux ans ega lenient, au service 
de Pierre Leber. Natif de la Guinee, il fut bap- 
tise et confirnie avec grande solennite a Mont- 
real, par Peveque de Quebec. II avait alors 86 
ans, et raourut en 1708. 

Le ler Baron de Longueuil possedait tin cou- 
ple de negres, Charles et Charlotte. II faisait 
baptiser cette derniere, a Page de 20 ans, le 19 
a out 1719, et faisait marier le couple 10 jours 
a pres. 

Le premier enfant issu de ce manage diit etre 
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im grand evenement et i'ut baptise a Notre-Dame 
de Montreal, le 9 Janvier 1721, ayant pour par- 
rain Nicolas Lemoine d'Assigny, et pour mar- 
raiue Elizabeth Claude Souart, gouvernante des 
Trois-Bividres. M. Isembart, cure de Longueuil, 
en vertu de rautorisation accordee par le cure 
de Notre-Dame, etait venu conferer le saerement. 

Douze annees apres, un autre gargon naquit 
de eette union. Cette Ms, ce furent le Baron 
lui-meme et Therese Dailleboust, epouse de 
Pierre Hertel de Moncours, qui presenterent 
Fenfant au baptenie. Trois autres enfants na- 
quirent de ce inariage. 

En 1723. (Not Adhemar 18 juin) le baron fit 
le partage de sa famille d'esclaves, en tout sept 
personnes. Le pere, la mere et les deux aines 
furent legu.es au 2ieme baron, Charles de Lon- 
gueuil, et les trois plus jeunes au chevalier Paul 
Lemoine de Longueuil. Tous ces negres etaient 
employes aux travaux domestiques du menage 
plutot qu'aux travaux des champs. Plus tard, 
la negresse du baron se mariait avee Cesar, 
negre de Camel in. 

II y avait des negres dans la maison de pres- 
que tons les gouvemeurs. 

Pierre Sanders, ne a Corlac, pays des Fla- 
mants. i Nouvelle Holiande), arrivait a Mont- 
real en septembre 1704. II avail alors SI ans. 
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Aii mois d'aoftt de 1/annee suivante, son maitre, 
Philippe Rigaud de Vaudreuil, gouveraeur de 
Ja Xouvelle-France, le faisait baptiser, en lui 
servant de parrain. La marraine etant Louise 
Gliartier de Lotbiniere, (Reg. X.-D., 6 aout 1705) 
Claude Antoine, jeune negre de 18 ans en 1713, 
eta it la propriete de Claude de Ramesay. gou- 
verneur de Montreal, qui, aeeompagne de son 
epouse, lors du bapteme de l'eselave, lui avait 
donue son propre nom. (Reg. X.-D., de Montreal, 
15 mars 1713). 

On pent presumer que Claude, dans cette 
meme cliambre-ci, il y a deux cents ans, a dii en- 
tendre bien des fois, la voix de son inaitre. 

J. B. Roch de Ramesay, aequerait en 1746, un 
negvillon de six ans, auquel il donna son nom. 
(Reg. X.-D., 22 nov.). 

Le gouverneur Boisbertlielot de Beaueours 
avait deux couples d'esclaves, Gabriel et Marie, 
qui faisaient baptiser un garcon en 1747 (10 
mai) ; et Joachim .Jasmin, 30 ans, et Charlotte 
18 ans, qui se mariaient en 1744 ( Reg. X.-D. i et 
eurent plusieurs enfants. En 1749, ces derniers 
etaient la propriete de Pierre J. B. Ilervieux, 
( Reg. X.-D., 9 oct. 1740). 

Charles et Victoire, maries en 1750, negre et 
negresse de Rigaud de Vaudreuil, sont mention- 
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n-fe cinq to is. de cette annee a 17(H). auteurs de 
na is sauce. 

En outre de ee couple, de Vaudreuil avait 
anssi Rene, Robert. Neptune et Canon. Neptune, 
a Fage de 32 ans, se mariait a N.-l). le 27 fevrier 
1759 a Francoise Orry, negresse de 20 ans, fille 
de Robert Orry, de la Nouvelle-Orleans. Rene 
eta it aussi marie; en 1760, le gouverneur don- 
nait 5 lbs. pour Fenterrenient de son enfant, 
dans le eimetiere proche de Feglise. 

Canon suivit son niaitre, le marquis de Vau- 
dreuil, qui repassa en France apres la cession 
du Canada. Lorsque de Vaudreuil fut incarcere 
a la Bastille, lors de Faffaire Bigot, il obtint 
Fautorisation d'emmener avee lui son petit negre 
Canon pour le servir. (Archives de la Bastille, 
tome 18. p. 288 ). 

Catherine Raimbault, veuve de Julien Trotier- 
Desriviers, negociant, possedait en 1738, deux 
eseiaves noirs, Laramee, age de 30 ans, et 
Charles age de 10 ans, qu elle vendit tons deux, 
par actes devant le notaire Simonet, a Landron, 
autre negociant de Quebec. (Actes le 8 nov. 1738, 
Archives de Montreal). Chez ces deux sujets, le 
prix de vente ne fut pas a 1 'equivalent de Fage, 
et leur valeur n'attendit pas "le n ombre des an- 
nees ; puisque Laramee, adulte, ne fut vendu que 
200 livres, et Charles, enfant, 570 livres. 
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Catherine Kaimbault devait revoir a Quebec, 
ses anciens esclaves, puisqu'elle se mariait en se- 
conder noces, i'annee suivante, a Joseph Douaire 
a Quebec, et y allait resider. Quatre ans plus 
tard, Madame Don aire qui etait probablement 
venue resider de nouveau a Montreal, est men- 
tionnee ay ant une autre negresse. (Diet. Tan- 
guay). 

En 1762, (Not. Simonet, 19 juin 1702 ) Pierre 
Labutte, marehand de Detroit, versait 1000 li- 
vres pour Jacquot, esclave de Dame Frs. Hame- 
lin, de Montreal, dans le but de solder une obli- 
gation de ^equivalent de cette somme. 

En Janvier 1746, des sauvages, qui paraissent 
etre les Abenaquis du lac St-Pierre, et qui guer- 
royaient contre les Anglais, amenerent avee eux 
a Montreal, une negresse appelee Diane, et sa 
negrillonne, a gee de 2 ans. Toutes deux etaient 
la propriete de Pierre Guy, marehand. Le re- 
gistre, an bapteme de l'enfant, mentionne que 
son pere, celui-ci de la Xouvelle-Angleterre, est 
inconnu. (Registre de Notre-Dame, 24 oct. 1746) 
L'annee suivante, en 1747, un autre enfant de 
Diane est baptise; et le pere, eelui-la de Mont- 
real, est encore declare inconnu. Tl ponrrait etre, 
cet autre negre, esclave de la famille Guy, auquel 
le registre ne donne pas de nom, et qui mourut en 
1757. En 1749, Diane est encore mere, et appa- 
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rait etre la propriety de St-Luc de la ( 'onto. 
i Reg. X.-D.. 28 nov. 1740). 

En 1745. Michel de la Chauvignerie, enseigne 
dans les troupes et interprete en langue iro- 
quoise, faisait raeqnisition d'une negresse, ar- 
rives pen de temps auparavant des environs 
d" Orange, et dans la meiiie condition interes- 
sante que la Diane de Pierre Guy. Le negrillon 
fut appele Michel a son bapteme, du nom du pro- 
prietaire. (Reg. de Notre-Dame, 28 dec. 1745). 

Mr Eoque avait fait ^acquisition d'un jeune 
negre du nom de Louis Antoine, a qui la liberte 
fut reudue le 15 j aimer 1747. Louis Antoine 
avait alors 14 ans. A son age de majorite, en 
1761, preferant encore les liens de I/amour a sa 
liberte de citoyen, il jeta les yeux sur Catherine 
Barraeat, negresse de 18 ans, appartenant a Do- 
minique Gaudet, negotiant de Montreal. La 
main de Catherine lui fut accordee au prix de sa 
liberte. Mais il fut stipule en meme temps que 
Louis Antoine, Catherine, et les enfants issus 
de leur manage, (on en trace au moins deux) 
reeouvriraient la liberte a la mort de Dominique 
Gaudet. (Acte du notaire Panet, 24 mai 1761, 
Archives du Seminaire). 

Je n'ai pu trouver la date de la mort de Gau- 
det. Mais le 14 aout 1811, mourait a PHopital 
General, Catherine, negresse de 70 ans, demeu- 
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rant comme pauvre dans cet hopital. Le plus 
probablement, ce devait etre Catherine Bar- 
racat. 

Le negre Cesar appartenait a Ignaee Game- 
lin, des 1730. II paraissait courtiser assez fre- 
quemment et intimemeiit Angelique, la negresse 
de Franclieville. 

Un enfant naquit d eux en 1731. (Registre de 
N.-D., 11 janv. 1731 ) . L'annee suivante, en 1732, 
Angelique, ayant encore accouche, et de deux 
jumeaux cette fois, elle declara que e'etait du 
fait de Cesar. 

Cesar en 1750, apparait comme temoin au ma- 
nage d'un eongenere. 

En 1763, (Reg. Longueuil 5 janv.) a raison de 
trente annees de service, Ignace Gamelin permet 
a Cesar de se marier et de ltd rendre la liberie 
deux annees apres son mariage. Celui-ci alia 
contracter mariage a Longueuil avec Marie Eli 
zabeth, appartenant a la baronne de Longueil ; 
les deux proprietaires ayant auparavant donne 
leur permission par ecrit. Puis en 1766, an bap- 
teme de leur enfant, Cesar apparait comme 
etant libre. (Reg. N.-D., 30 janvier 1766). 

Marie Joseph Angelique, negresse apparte- 
nant a Francois Poulin dit Franclieville, mar- 
chand, etait baptisee le 28 juin 1730, a 1'age de 
21 ans. Ses relations avec le Cesar de Gamelin 
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ne eontribuerent pas a adoueh- ses meurs. En 
17;U. de complice aver tin nomme Claude Tin- 
hanlt. qui devait rpsquivev en la Xouvelle-An- 
gleterre, et pour se venger de Damoiselle Fran- 
eheville qui devait la vendre. d 'apres ee qu'elle 
croyait, Angelique fut accusee d'avoir incendie 
la maison de Belle Francheville, et 1'incendie 
eonsuina en outre une certaine partie de la ville 
de Montreal, dans la nuit du 10 au 11 avril. de- 
tee en prison, traduite devant le Conseiller du 
Roi, Pierre Raimbault, apres avoir subi un long 
proces, elle fut jugee coupable et recut le 4 juin 
suivant la terrible eondamnation qui suit: An- 
gelique fut eondamnee a faire amende honora- 
ble, nue en chemise, la corde au cou, tenant en 
ses mains une torche ardente du poids de deux 
livres, devant la principale porte de Peglise pa- 
roissiale de cette ville, ou elle sera eonduite dans 
im tombereau servant a enlever les immondices, 
ayant un ecriteau devant et derriere avec le mot 
ineendiaire, et la, nue tete, a genoux, declarer 
qu'elle a mechamment mis le feu, dont elle se re- 
pent, en demander pardon au roi; sera son 
poing coupe sur un poteau qui sera plante au-de- 
vant de ladite eglise; apres quoi, elle sera me- 
nee dans le meme tombereau a la place publique 
pour etre attaehee a un poteau avec une chaine 
de fer et brulee vive ; son corps reduit en cendres 
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et icelles jetees an vent; ses biens eonfisques au 
Boi. 

Cette sentence fut eorroboree et confirmee 
par les quatre notaires, Adliemar, Chaumont, 
be Chevremont et LePallieur. 

II y eut appel cle cette condamnation an Con- 
seil Souverain de Quebec, qui, le 12 juin suivant, 
modifia quelque pen la meme sentence. Au lieu 
d'etre brulee vive, elle serait pendue et etran- 
glee jusqu'a ce que mort s'en strive. Du reste 
rien ne fut ehangee. 

Et le 21 juin, jour de l'execution, Angelique 
eut a subir la torture. Mise sur la sellette, elle 
avoua son crime au quatrieme coup. La nature 
de ces coups n'est pas precisee. 

Et le meme jour, a 3 hrs. de relevee, le Gref- 
fier se rendit a la prison de la eondamnee, et lui 
lut l'arret prononcee contre elle. "Apres que le 
sacrement de confession lui fut administrate par 
Mr. Kavetier, pretre de St-Sulpiee, elle fut a 
Finstant mise entre les mains de Pexeeuteur de 
la haute justice, qui remplit ses fonctions, k la 
lettre de la condamnation, avec ee detail que du 
parcours de l'eglise a la place publique, on la fit 
passer par "la place vuide au-devant des mai- 
sons incendiees.' 1 (Archives du Palais de Jus- 
tice, Montreal 1734). 

Dix-huit annees apres, en 1752, apparait mie 
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autre Angelique, epouse legitime de Joseph, 
tons deux appartenants a St-Paul de Senneville. 
(Reg. N. D., 2S fen-. 1752). 

Desrivieres senior avait aussi urie jenne ne- 
gresse du ineme nom. (Reg. jST.-B., 1774). 

Le 20 fevrier 1750, on apporta an baptenie un 
enfant de Madeleine, negresse a gee de 25 ans, 
appartenant a Francois Soumande Delorine; et 
Ilippolyte, siirnoinme 1'espiegle, age de 26 ans, 
negre de Senneville, qui I'avait fait baptiser six 
anuees avant, vint affirmer qu'il etait le pere de 
Tenfant. 

Leurs relations, ainsi que 1 'enfant, furent le- 
gitimees, deux mois apr&s, par un mariage so- 
Iennel devant Feglise; Madeleine ayant ete bap* 
tisee cinq jours avant son mariage. 

On retrace plusieurs de leurs enfants. 

Dix ans apres leur union, en 1760, au bapteme 
de Louis, leur enfant, ces negres sont mention- 
nes comnie etant libres (Reg. X. D., 10 avril 
1750. 2 aofit 1751 et 10 juin 1760). 

Valentin, negre libre en 1750, avait autrefois 
appartemi a Pierre Lestage. 

Le negre Mentor, qui mourut en 1773 age de 
50 ans, et qui exer^ait le metier d'orfevre, etait 
un eselave affranchi de Xafreehou. (Registres 
de I'Hdp. General, 10 mai 1773). Le metier d'or- 
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fevre et d'horloger etait ordinairement exeree 
par les esclaves. 

Le droit naturel de 1'esclave, en ce qui regarde 
sa liberte 4ouchant le manage et la religion, 
que les marchands et maitres ont sou vent fou le 
aux pieds, a toujours etc respecte et preche par 
PEglise; et parait avoir etc generalement res- 
peete par les maitres d'esclaves de Montreal, 
sous Fancien regime. 

Fleury Deschambault permet en 1750, a son 
Joseph, age de 34 ans, de se niarier avec Louise, 
la negresse, agee de 23 ans, appartenant a Pe- 
can dy de Contrecoeur. Les registres de bapteme 
de Notre-Dame mentionnent que quatre enfants 
au moins furent issus de ce mariage. Joseph 
mourut a FHopital General en 1755. 

Jacquot, 40 ans, appartenant a Lacorne de St- 
Luc, est baptise le 23 mai 1757. Le lendemain il 
se marie solennellement a l'eglise avec la ne- 
gresse Marie. La robe blanche de la mariee dut 
faire contraste avec les quatre temohis figurant 
au mariage, lesquels furent : Robert, le negre de 
Vaudreuil, Jacques, negre de Gamelin, Yvon, 
autre negre de St-Luc, et Pierrot, negre de Gau- 
det. Jacquot fut le pere d'au moins quatre en- 
fants, dont deux devaient etre ages deja de S et 
9 ans lors de son mariage. 

En outre de Jacquot et d'Yvon, Lacorne St- 
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Luc possedait Anno. d6cedee on 1749. (Bog. N. 
P., 1 doe.). 

Co doit etro an sujet de ce Jacquot on d'Yvon, 
quo lo 10 juillet 1750. lo gouvemeiiB do La Jon- 
quieve. ecrivait an ministre do la marine en 
France : 

"A Togard du negro qui est an pouvoir du 
sieur do Laeorne Saint-Luc, j'ai juge a propos 
de ne pas le renvoyer, tout negro etant esclave 
quelque part qu'il se trouve; je ne fais en cela 
que ce que tes Anglais nvont fait cux-memcs en 
1747. Le sieur de la Malromee, enseigne sur le 
"Serieux, avait un domestique negre qui lui fut 
enleve; j'eus beau le reclamer, les Anglais re- 
fuserent de le rendre par la meme raison que 
tout negre est esclave, quelque part qu'il se 
trouve." 

Le metier de bourreau et executeur des liautes 
oeuvres etait ordinairement exerce par un 
negre. 

Jean-Baptiste Thomas, negre, ne a La Menade 
vers 1700, appartenait a Antoine Maignen-Les- 
perance, marehand, qui le faisait baptiser en 
avril 1730. (Reg. X.-D., 5 avril 1730 ). An mois 
d'aout 1735 il est convaincu de vol, et eondamne 
a etre pendu et Strangle. Tl est execute par un 
autre negre, nomme Mathieu, executeur des 
liautes oeuvres. (Documents Faillon). 
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En octobre 1728, un nomme Gilles Lenoir, qui 
etait blanc, malgre son nom, aecepte d'etre bour- 
rean. Mais, le 15 octobre 1730, MM. de Beauhar- 
nois et Hocquart ecrivent au President du Con- 
seil de Marine : 

"Le nomme Gilles Lenoir qui a ete ci-devant 
envoye pour executeur, est un liomme atteint de 
frenesie, si adonne a l'ivrognerie et si furieux 
dans le vin qu'il n'a pas ete possible avec les 
ehatiments les plus severes de Fobliger a faire 
son devoir d'executeur. . . . Nous avons pris le 
parti de le renvoyer en France, ("est un mal- 
heureux a renfermer .... On a ete dans la ne- 
cessite d'employer le nomine Guillaume Lan- 
glois a la place dudit Lenoir. Un negre convien- 
drait mieux en ce pays-ei que tout autre.'* (Do- 
cuments Faillon ) . 

Le bourreau d'Angelique nest pas nomme. 

Le 30 mars 1744, le President du Gonseil de 
Marine de France, eerit a Fintendant Hoc- 
quart: "Tachez de remplaeer par un blanc le 
negre qui eta it executeur des hautes oeuvres et 
qui vient de mourir. Tachez de vendre au prix 
qu'elle a route la negresse qui avait ete envoyee 
pour ce negre." (Archives du Canada. 1905, vol. 
1, part. Vi, p. 25, Folio 41). 

Pierre Gabriel Duval, boulanger, avait un 
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negre, sur lequel on ne trouve aucune particula- 
rity (Res:. X.-D.. 20 mai 1716). 

En 1759 (Reg. X.-D., 29 juin) mourat le negre 
Jacques Abram, sans autre mention. La inenie 
annee (Reg. X.-D., 11 few 1759) mourut un negre 
sans nom ni age, appartenant a Mr. de Levis, 
Brigadier des arinees du Roi. 

Pierre Leeomte-Dupre avail un couple de ne- 
gres, Charles et Therese; un enfant ne d'eux 
est signale en 1747. (Reg. X.-D., 13 dec). 

Autre temps, autres moeurs. L'abbe Francois 
Pieqiiet, sulpieien, arrive en Canada en 1734, 
missionnaire chez les sauvages, des forts de la 
Presentation, du Lac et de la Galette, avait uu 
negre esclave. 

Repassant en France, 1753, sur le vaisseau du 
Roi, il avait obtenu la permission d'emmeuer 
avec lui trois sauvages et son negre Charles, ies- 
quels avaient droit a une demi ration. 

M. Placide Gaudet, d'Ottawa, a eu 1'obli- 
geance de me faire part du document suivant: 

DE PAR LE ROY. 

A Marly le 20 May 1740. 

"II est ordonno a d'arreter Le Nomine 

Etienne Scipion ou Amadis Negre Esclave a par- 
tenant an S. Foucher Procureur de S. M. en la 
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Jurisdiction de Montreal en Canada, et de le 
eonduire sons bonne et seure garde dans les pri- 
sons les plus procbaines. 

Enjoint S. M. an Geollier on Concierge desd. 
prisons de I'y recevoir et detenir jusqu'a nouvel 
ordre. fait a Marly le 20 may 1740." 

(Archives des Colonies serie B. vol. 71, page 
102. folio65%). 

La vital ite du noir, du moins en ce pays, eta it 
de conrte duree; et probablement dans le but 
d'en retirer aussi tot que possible des services 
appreciable*, on se les procurait des leur bas 
age. Pour la sante de ces individus, la plupart 
nes dans les Etats du Sud. le climat excess if du 
Canada devait etre rigoureux et prejudiciable. 
Aussi presqii'ancim, sauf quelques exceptions, 
n'atteignit un age avanee. A l'encontre des an- 
tres families blanches de ce temps-la, les famil- 
ies des noirs etaient pen nombreuses, et la plu- 
part des enfants mouraient en bas age. 

Claude Francois, negre niulatre, etait acquis 
par Claude Peeaudy de Contrecoeur, a Fage de 
1 ans, et mourait a 7% arts. (Beg. N.-IX 2 juin 
1746, et 30 dec. 1748). " 

Joseph Camel in, marchand, possedait, en 
1746, line jeune uegresse de 4 a 5 ans, native de 
Sarasteau, en la Xouvelle- York. (Keg. X.-IX, 7 
mars 1746). 
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Le negre de Jean Bonet mourait a 6 ans. (Reg. 
X.-D., 30 dee. 1748). 

Au nieme age, mourait un des ills de Hippo- 
lyte dit VEspiegle. (Reg. N.D., 28 mai 1766) ; 
et son aine, eelui qu'il avail reclame comme sien 
quand Madeleine le fit baptiser avant leur ma- 
nage, mourut a 11 ans. (Reg. X.D., 19 avril 
1761 ) . 

Charles, negre de Blondeau, (X.-D. 16 oct. 
17551 et Thomas, negre de Fortier, (Reg. Hop. 
Gen. 12 aout 1776) mouraient a Tage de 7 ans. 
Louis Colas, negre de J. B. Hervieux, mourait 
I 9 ans, (Reg. X.-D. 1 des. 1760). 

Le negre de Chaboillez mourait a 10 ans, 
(Reg. Hop. Gen. 23 sept. 1771). 

Angelique, negresse de Desriviere, senior, 
mourait a 14 ans, (Reg. X.-I)., 24 juin 1774) . 

Cantin, negre de Jacques Hervieux, mourait a 
15 ans. (Reg. Hop. Gen. 23 sept 1755). 

De Feltz, ehirurgien-major des hopitaux, avait 
Joseph, age de 15 ans, en 1762. 

Antoine, negre de 12 ans, en 1757, (Reg. X T .-D. 
6 juiL 1757), (Reg. X.J)., 5 juin), et Elizabeth, 
negresse de 16 ans, en 1752, appartenaient a J. 
B. Gregoire Martel, ecrivain et garde-magasin 
flu Koi, (Reg. X.-D., 2 fevr. 1752), et Jacques, 
autre negre du meme, mourut a 12 ans. (Reg. 
X.-D,, I sept. 1748). 
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Pier re, 17 arts, appartenait a Abel La force, 
(Reg. N.-D., 14 juin 1755). 

Jacques, negre d'lgnace Gamelin, etait bap- 
tise a 19 ans, (Reg. N.-D., 2 juin 1730). 

Une negresse de 20 ans, appartenait en 1733, 
a Jean-Baptiste Daguille, marchand, (Reg. N.-D. 
21 mars 1733). 

Pierre, negre de Deberge, (Reg. N.D., 11 juii. 
17G7) ; Francoise, negresse de Lamar Poirier, 
(Reg. N.-D., 22 mai 1776), et Jean-Baptiste. 
negre de Charles St-Ange, negotiant, (Reg. Hop. 
G., 10 dec. 1761) , mouraient a Page de 20 ans. 

Madame Pierre Lestage, possedait Pierre 
Ignace, age de 22 ans. (Reg. N.-D., 6 mai 1748 ). 

Jean, negre du Sieur Auger, moui'ait a 22 
ans. (Reg. Hop. Gen. 2 sept, 1776). 

Le negre d'un Lecointe-Dupre, en 1774, nion- 
rait a 23 ans, (Reg. N.-D., 26 dec. 1774). 

Francois, negre de Mr, Michel, commissaire et 
sub-delegue de l'lntendant, mourait a 22 ans. 
(Reg. K-D,. 15 juil. 1740). 

Joseph Hanter, ancien soldat d'un regiment 
anglais, mourut a PHopital General en 1756, a 
ITige de 23 ans. 

La negresse d'Antoine Lapalme, (Reg. X.-I)., 
11 fev. 1776) ; la negresse de Lacorne de la Co- 
lombiere, (Reg. N.-D., 22 juin 1747) ; le negre 
de Despres, marchand, (Reg. N.-D., 20 mai 
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1743) ; le negre de Dauteuil, (Reg. N.-D., 22 mai 
1737) : Jean-Baptiste, negre Le Pallieur, (Reg. 
N.-D., 2 avril 1757), et Gay, negre de la veuve 
Prat. (Reg. X. D., 4 mai 1750), ne vecurent plus 
de 30 annees. 

Pierrot, negre du 3eme Baron de Longueuil, 
est mort a 33 ans, et enterre pres de Teglise, 
(Reg. N.D., 8 avril 1755 ). 

Le negre de Fleury Deschambault, mourait a 
35 ans. en 1755, (Reg. Hop. Gen. 3 nov.). 

En 1727, (Reg. N.-D., 7 avril), mourait a l'&ge 
de 40 ans, le negre appele Jean, dont le proprie- 
ty ire n'est pas nomme. s'il en eut un. 

Une autre negresse de Lecomte-Dupre, mou- 
rait an meme age, (Reg. N.-D., 15 dec. 1749), 
ainsi que la negresse de Hubert-Laeroix, (Reg. 
N.D., 24 juiL 1787). 

On rencontre pourtant quelques exceptions. 
Josephte, negresse, femme de Henri Fortune, ap- 
partenant a Pierre Dumilon, mourut agee de 
plus de 60 ans. (Reg. N.-D., 10 mars 1794). 

Une negresse, Elizabeth, appartenant a Ma- 
dame veuve Laeorne St-Luc, vecut jusqu'a 60 
ans. Elle etait probablement la femme de son 
Jaequot, (Reg. N.-D., 18 juin 1793). 

Une negresse de Fleury Deschambaull, mou- 
rut a 60 ans. (Reg. N.-D.,* 29 nov. 1778). 

Paul Etienne, negre appartenant aux Soeurs 
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de la Congregation, lequel en 1772, mourait a 
Page de 70 ans, et etait enterre a la Poudriere; 
et Joseph, negre de Mademoiselle Cuillerier, 
mourait aussi au meine age de 70 ans, et etait 
enterre en 1755 dans le cimetiere de Fltopiial 
General ; a a j outer encore, Catherine Barracat, 
et Francois Renaud, decedes au meme age, ( Eeg. 
N.D., 12 juil. 1790 ). 

La negresse de Madame Lacoste mourut a 80 
ans, (Reg. N.-D., 2 janv. 1787) . 

Tous les negres, moins quelques exceptions, 
etaient enterres gratuitement dans le cimetiere 
des Pauvres, de la paroisse, situe au coin sud- 
ouest des rues St-Jaeques et St-Pierre, aujour- 
d'hui occupe par le "Mechanic Institute," et un 
certain nombre dans le cimetiere des pauvres de 
l'Hopital General, situe a la place Youville. 

Furent inhumes pourtant dans le cimetiere 
proche de l'eglise, les negres du eommissaire 
Michel et de Dauteuil, qui payerent 10 livres 
pour droits d'mhumation d'adulte, et les negril- 
lons de De Vaudreuil et de Nicolas Lefebvre, 
qui payerent 5 livres pour droits d'mhumation 
d'enl'ant. 

Les comptes rendus des marguilliers ne men- 
tionnent aucune autre recette pour les inhuma- 
tions dans le cimetiere des pauvres. 

II a ete publie, quelques annees pas sees, qu'il 
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existait im eimetiere des negres, a Pancien Bloc 
Baron, 

Tel cimetiere, si toutefois il a existe, n'est nul- 
leinent mentionne dans les archives de Feglise 
Notre-Dame et de FHopital General, qui, dans 
tons les cas, out mentionne le lieu de sepulture 
des negres sous l'ancien regime. 

Les registres de Feglise Notre-Dame, toujours 
bien fideles a annoter toutes les sepultures, ne 
mentionnent nullement malgre d ? aetives recher- 
eb.es, la sepulture des supplicies ; et il n'a rien 
ete trouve sur celle d Angel ique, Claude Tlii- 
bault, son complice, et de Thomas, negre de Les- 
perance. 

Avec la fin de la domination franeaise, et le 
commencement de la domination anglaise, les 
esclaves noirs commencent a jouir de la liberte; 
et phis d'un deja a recu son affranchissement. 
Malgre les efforts des Etats du Sud d'Amerique 
a maintenir Feselavage, le probleme de son abo- 
lition agitait deja Pesprit de toutes les autres 
nations eivilisees. En ce pays, et surtout a 
Montreal, les maitres d'esclaves prodiguerent a 
ceux-ci les bienfaits de la civilisation, et leur ap- 
parent qiFun noir est an etre raisonnable, cre6 
a Fimage de Dieu. 
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A COAT-OF-ARMS OX A SCHOOL WALL. 
By John Govenlock Dickson. 

A school in Wentworth County, near Hamil- 
ton, Ontario, is one of the very few, if not the 
only one, which bears on its outer walls, a Coat- 
of-Arms carved in stone. 

The County of Wentworth, Ontario, was org- 
anized in 1816, when the Gore District was 
formed. The district was named after the Gov- 
ernor, Francis Gore, Esq., and the County after 
his wife, Annabella Wentworth. The Coat-of- 
Arms of Sir Thomas Wentworth was selected 
because he was one of the most distinguished 
members of that illustrious family. 

It consists of a crest, a shield with heraldic 
bearings and a motto. The crest is a Griffin, a 
fabulous monster that guarded the mines of 
gold, silver and precious stones in Asiatic Scv- 
thia. The fore part of this monster was an eagle, 
and the hind part a lion. Some writers state 
that the tail was a serpent. In Heraldry the 
eagle is the symbol of swiftness, the lion of 
strength, and the serpent of wisdom. By a moder- 
ate stretch of the imagination this crest may be 
looked upon as the emblem of vigilance. 

The symbols emblazoned on the shield are 
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three leopard's heads, a chevron with two in- 
verted keys, and an open hand. The three leo- 
pard's heads occupy the dexter chief point on 
the right, the sinister chief point on the left, 
and the middle base point on the lower part of 
the shield. The hand occupies the middle chief 
point, and the chevrons extend across the shield 
and meet at the fess or heart point. 

The leopard's head is the symbol of courage, 
and as there are three, they may be said to re- 
present physical, mental and moral courage; 
physical, not afraid of manual labor; mental, 
prepared to grapple with the problems of life; 
moral, to do the right thing in the right way 
and at the right time. The hand on the middle 
chief point is "The Bed Hand of Ulster" and is 
worn only by baronets of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland. The chevron re- 
presents a pair of the rafters of a castle. The 
Motto "En Dieu est tout" below the shield means 
"In God is all". 

When the Revolutionary War began, Sir 
Thomas Wentworth was Governor of New 
Hampshire and Warden of the King's Forests, 
an honorable and lucrative position. During 
this trouble he espoused the cause of the loyal- 
ists, sacrificed his official position and had his 
estates confiscated. These misfortunes reduced 
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him to poverty. In 1796, he was appointed Gov- 
ernor of Nova Scotia, and King George the Third 
ordered that a chevron with two inverted keys 
should be emblazoned on his Coat-of-Arms, as 
an acknowledgment of his fidelity to King and 
Country. 
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MEMORANDA 

Nos reunions mmsuelles, — Notre societe vient 
de clore, avec sa seance de mai, une des annees 
aeademiques les plus brillantes de son existence; 
le nombre et la qualite des etudes presentees. 
Finteret des pieces exhibees, la valeur des acqui- 
sitions que nous avons faites, ont ete exception- 
nelles. 

Avril. — Deux etudes interessantes ont ete 
presentees a la seance d'avril ; la premiere par O. 
31. H. Lapaliee, intitulee Les Esclaves noirs au 
Canada sous le regime frangais, nous a retrace 
de eurieux details sur un etat social dont peu de 
personnes connaissaient l'existence : l'esclavage 
negre dans la colonie. La Correspondance de Sir 
L. H, Lafontaine a l'epoque troublante de 1837- 
38 a ete mise a jour par M. de la Bruere, a la 
suite des rechercnes suivies qu'il a faites sur la 
carriere du grand homme d'etat canadien, et 
nous a vivement interesses. L'etude de M. La- 
paliee est publiee dans le present numero de 
notre revue, et nous esperons egalement pouvoii 
donner de copieux extraits de celle de M. de la 
Bruere. 

Mai— La seance de mai marquait la cloture 
de nos travaux et laissait d6ja pressentir la va- 
cance. Le regrette Frederic Villeneuve s'etait 
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inscrit an feuilleton de eette seance avec une es- 
quisse des Origines de la Bibliotheque de Mont- 
real, que la mort Pa empeche de presenter, et 
la eauserie qui devait etre faite par M. de Lot- 
biniere-Harwood ayant encore quelques retou- 
ehes a subir, la seance fut employee a fa ire line 
revue des travaux de Pannee et des acquisitions 
recentes. An nombre de celles-ci, la galerie des 
portraits de la famille de Joseph F. Perrault, 
fournit a notre president 1 'occasion d'esquisser 
des biographies interessantes du -pere de i'edu- 
cation an Canada" et de ses descendants. Parmi 
les exhibitions d'objets eurieux, M» Morin avait 
apporte une tete de statue ciselee dans un bloc 
d'ivoire mesurant pres de cinq polices de diame- 
tre. 

* * * 

In memory of a distinguished soldier. — His 
Royal Highness the Governor General has been 
pleased to unveil on the 23rd of April, a comme- 
morative tablet erected on the monument in the 
old military burying ground of Papineau Ave- 
nue, in memory of His Excellency, Lieutenant 
General Sir Benjamin dTrban. commander of 
the British forces in North America, who died at 
Montreal, on May 25th, 1849. 

The ceremony was conducted under the aus- 
pices of the Antiquarian and Numismatic So- 
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defy whose officers were present in large num- 
bers : our president read a short address of wel- 
come recalling the services of tlie gallant soldier 
whose memory was honored, and His Royal 
Highness answered in appropriate terms, after 
which the Lord Bishop of Montreal recited a 
prayer and the 42nd Highlanders regiment un- 
der command of Lt.-Ool. Cantlie, presented 
arms. 

The restoration of the monument is due in a 
large measure to the efforts of Mr. W. H. Leach, 
a descendant of one of the officers also buried 
in this cemetery, and the ceremony, though 
short, was very impressive. 

* * * 

Feu Frederic VUleneuve. — Le public lettre 
vient de faire une perte sensible par la mort du 
conservateur de notre bibliotheque municipale, 
arrivee le 23 avril dernier. Depuis longtemps M. 
Villeneuve luttait courageusement contre la ca- 
marde inexorable: il savait que son sort eta it 
scelle, qu'une syncope pouvait le foudroyer a 
tout instant au tournant d'une rue; et cepen- 
dant il attendait de pied ferme la minute fa tale, 
g'occupant de ses chers livres et sou riant a ses 
amis comme font nos "poilus" dans la tranchee. 

Independant de fortune, il avait sollicite la 
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position de conservateur de la nouvelle biblio- 
th&que de Montreal par amour de Fart, afin de 
s'occuper et de vivre dans son element favori; 
car il n'est rien pour un bibliophile qui vaille la 
griserie du livre nouveau ou du bouquiii couvert 
de la poussiere venerable des bibliotheques. 
Aussi Frederic Villeneuve s'etait-il devoue avec 
ardeur a la tache de creer de toutes pieces notre 
palais des livres et il avait epuise goutte a 
goutte, a ce travail d'amour, la seve genereuse 
de sa vie. 

Apres avoir ete admis an barreau de Mont- 
real, il avait joue un role important dans la po- 
litique du Nord-Ouest comme depute des cana- 
diens francais, ainsi que comme journaliste et 
publiciste, mais la nostalgie lui avait fait de- 
daigner les sueces qui Fatteiidaient et auxquels 
il prefera le plaisir de revenir vivre au milieu 
des siens. 

La Societe d'Areheologie et de Numismatique, 
dont il etait un des officiers, presente a Madame 
- Villeneuve et aux membres de la famille du re- 
grette defunt, l'expression de sa cordiale sympa- 
thie. 

* * * 

Arc Germans a civilized nation?— When the 
first reports of the atrocities perpetrated by the 
modern Huns in this war reached our country, 
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our -wise men" refused to give belief to such in- 
credible savageries as were reported; but, as 
time progresses, the confirmation of these hor- 
rors is fully established by proof, as well as by 
the perpetration of others. 

The deliberate murder of thousands of inno 
cent people, harmless women and children, tor- 
pedoed on the Lusitan-ia and other passenger 
steamships, has aroused the feelings of the civil- 
ized world, while the cannibals celebrated such 
events in revelry. 

But the crowning glory comes out of the in- 
vestigation made in Belgium and France by the 
trustworthy commission presided over by the 
Right Hon. Viscount James Bryce, former 
British Ambassador to the United States, de- 
claring in conclusion that "murder, lust and 
"pillage prevailed on a scale unparalleled in any 
"war between civilized nations during the last 
"three centuries." 

And these conclusions are based upon facts 
proved before the commission whose report is a 
thrilling narrative of misery and horror sur- 
passing any conception. At Andenne about 400 
people were murdered; a man was placed close 
to a machine gun which was fired through him; 
his wife brought his body home on a wheelbar- 
row; the Germans broke into her house and ran- 
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sacked it, they piled up all the eatables on the 
floor and defiled them. A hairdresser was mur- 
dered in his kitchen where he was sitting with a 
child on each knee. A paralytic was murdered 
in his garden. The inhabitants who escaped the 
massacre were kept as prisoners and used as a 
•'shield" for a pontoon bridge which the Germans 
had built across the river, in order that the Bel- 
gian forts might not fire upon it. 

At Din ant, a bout 00 corpses were seen lying 
on top of one another in a grass square opposite 
the convent; GO corpses of civilians were recov- 
ered from a hole in the brewery yard and 48 
bodies of women and children were found in a 
garden. TnHofstadt the corpse of a civilian was 
seen on his door-step with a bayonet wound in 
his stomach and by his side the dead body of" a 
boy of five or six years with his hands nearly 
severed; two young women were lying in the 
back yard of a house, one had her breasts cut 
off, the other had been -stabbed. A young man 
had been hacked with a bayonet until his en- 
trails protruded; he had his hands joined in the 
attitude of prayer. 

At Ilaecht several children had been murder- 
ed, one of two or three years old being found 
nailed fo the door of a farmhouse by Ins hands 
and feet. At Kppeghem the dead body of a child 
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of two was seen pinned to tlie ground with a 
German lance. The same witness saw a mutil- 
ated woman alive near Weenie on the same day. 

And the report recites similar facts page 
after page, describing such hideous scenes, coun- 
tenanced in many rases by German officers, that 
their description can hardly be printed. After 
such a disclosure, is it not a pertinent question 
to ask : "Are the Germans to be classed amongst 
the civilized nations?" 

z£ j3e 

Le cenimaire dr la Sainte-Alliunce. — II est 
partieuliereraent interessant de noter, en ce mo- 
ment ou les six prineipales puissances de l'Eu- 
rope sont engagees les unes contre les autres. 
avec d'autres nations d'importance secondaire. 
dans line des guerres les plus terribles dont Fhis- 
toire fasse mention, qu'il y a exaetement cent 
ans l'Allemagne et FAutriche formaient avec la 
Kussie, le pacte mystique connu dans Fhistoire 
sous le norn de Hmnte-A fliance. 

Par ce traite, signe le 20 septembre 1815, les 
monarques de ces trois etats declarant : "A u nam 
de la tren mint? et indirisible Trinite, ((voir ac- 
quit In conviction intime qu'il est necessaire (If 
manifester a la face de Vimiverx lenr determina- 
tion inebranlable de. ne prendre pour regie d? 
torn* conduit* que les precrptes de cettc religion 
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saint e. En consequence, conformement auw 
Saint es Ecritures qui ordonnent a tons les hom- 
ines de se rcgarder comme freres, les trots rno- 
narques demeureront tin is par les liens d'une 
fraternite veritable et indissoluble, et, se consi- 
der ant comme compatriotes, Us se preteront, en 
toute occasion et en tout lieu, assistance, aide et 
seeours. Toutes les puissances qui voudront so- 
lennellement arouer les principes qui ont dicte 
le present aete scront regues avec autant d'ern- 
pressement que d'afection dans cette saint e al- 
liance." 

Louis XVIII accepta cette "fraternelle" invi- 
tation au nom de la France, ma is Wellington re- 
fusa d'y engager FAngleterre ; elle eut son eon- 
tre-conp au Nouveau-Monde, car c'est en rue de 
proteger la liberte ties pays americains contre 
les tentatives des puissances entrees dans cette 
confrerie que le president Monroe fit adopter 
aux Etats-Unis la fameuse doctrine qui porte 
son nom. 

Wellington trouverait tout de meme piquant 
de voir aujourd'hui celebrer le centenaire de 
cette "fraternite veritable et indissoluble" dans 
les saintes rejouissances devoilees par l'enquete 
Bryce, avec aceompagnement de howitzers et de 
gaz empoisonnes ! 
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77/ c Royal Society Meeting. — The 1915 annual 
meeting of the Royal .Society of Canada was 
held at Ottawa from .May 24th to 27th and was 
acknowledged by its members to be one of the 
most brilliant ever held by this learned society. 

Presided over by Sir A. R. Routhier and at- 
tended by Their Royal Highnesses, by His Grace 
Archbishop Bruehesi, and by a large number of 
other high personalities, both ecclesiastic and 
lay, ministers, members of parliament, scientists 
and literary men of all parts of Canada, the 
meetings were exceptionally interesting and the 
papers presented were of the highest character. 

Concurrently with the meeting, a beautiful 
statue of Champ! am was unveiled at Nepean 
Point, a site most appropriate for the purpose, 
the founder of New France being represented 
holding the astrolabe in the direction of his new 
discoveries, and the Historic Landmarks Asso- 
ciation took this opportunity of marking the 
emplacement of the house of Lt. Colonel By, the 
founder of Ottawa, by erecting on that spot two 
stones used in the construction of the first bridge 
built by him on the Rideau and bearing crests 
and inscriptions commemorating that event. 
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Aux folkloristes, canadiens. — Nodier ecrivait 
comme epigraphe d'un de ses diarmants outra- 
ges: 'Hatons-nous de recueillir les delicieuses 
"histoires du peuple avant qu'il les ait ou- 
"bliees"; nous devrions nous inspirer de ce con- 
seil en notre pays si riche en legendes, contes, 
ballades et autres recits qu'on s ? est habitue a 
designer sous le noni general de "folklore'' em- 
prunte a nos voisins. 

M. C. M. Barbeau, vient de faire line lieureuse 
tentative a la derniere session de la Societe 
Royale, pour attirer l'attention des litterateurs 
canadiens sur cette source de richesse qu'on est 
en voie de laisser perdre par apathie, et la fa- 
veur avec laquelle son travail a ete accueilli 
nous fournit la prenve la plus eoncluante qu'il a 
touche la note juste. 

Et maintenant, la revue du Folklore Ame- 
ricain nous offre de met t re un numero complet 
de sa publication trimestrielle a la disposition 
des folkloristes canadiens si nous pouvons lui 
assurer cinquante abonnes a trois dollars par 
annee, cette souseription servant en ineme temps 
de contribution aux membres de la societe. Pou- 
vons-nous laisser passer cette offre sans en pro- 
filer? Assurenient uon ; empressons nous done 
d'y sou.ser.ire, et surtout de eontribuer a rendre 
interessant ce numero eauadien en recueillant a 
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son intention quelques mis des contes oil legen- 
des les plus pittoresques de la bouche de nos 
vienx conteurs. 

Priere d'adresser son adhesion a M. Barbeau, 
an Musee Victoria, Ottawa, on a M. Victor Mo- 
rin. 97, rue Saint-Jacques, a Montreal. 

* * * 

Saint Jean Baptist e Day. — The French Cana- 
dians of Montreal have celebrated in a most suc- 
cessful manner their national day on June 24th, 
this year. 

The event coincided with the tereentennarv 
of the first mass celebrated in Canada, by the 
Recollet fathers of the Franciscan Order, the 
first missionaries who accompanied Champlain 
to Canada, when they landed on the bank of 
Riviere des Prairies, on June 24th, 1615. A 
parade of all the French Canadian and Catholic 
societies started from Viger Square and ended 
on the slope of Mount Royal where Archbishop 
Gauthier officiated a solemn mass in presence 
of an immense gathering numbering over 50,000 
people, and an eloquent sermon was preached 
by Father Valentin Breton of the Franciscan 
Order. 

Tn the afternoon a monument commemorating 
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the first mass and the first martyrdom in Can- 
ada was unveiled in the new Ahuntsic Park, on 
the bank of Riviere des Prairies, which the offi- 
cers and members of the Saint Jean Baptiste 
Society and their guests reached in an auto- 
mobile parade of 200 motors headed by Mr. IT. 
H. Dandurand's palace car. The day ended in a 
patriotic soiree at Monument National, where 
speeches recalled the glories of New France and 
the sweetness of its mother tongue and were 
agreeably coupled with music and songs from 
Old France. 

Sister societies of all nationalities were cre- 
ditably represented by their officers at these 
several functions, and well deserved congratula- 
tions are due to the officers of the Saint Jean 
Baptiste Society for the success of their national 
celebration. 

Commenting upon the event in an editorial the 
following day, the Herald suggested the pro- 
priety of all nationalities joining to make St. 
Jean Baptiste day the national day for all Cana- 
dians, and advanced very good reasons for this 
proposal. In fact, the ''maple leaf" has already 
been adopted as a national emblem, the French 
hymn "O Canada" has been translated and is 
sung as a national antlienm over the whole coun- 
try, and in these days of entente eordiale we feel 
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quite inclined to receive the Herald's suggestion 
favorably by answering to it : "Why not?" 

* * * 

En Vacanees! — Avee ee numero notre revue 
prend sa vaeance d ? £te; deja les seances inen- 
suelles de notre societe sont ajournees pour ne 
reprendre qu'en septembre, et le president de 
notre cortiite de redaction respire en ce moment 
le salin du bas Saint-Laurent; nous nous pro- 
posons bien d'imiter sa sagesse a moins que les 
images sanglants qui s'amoncellent a Phorizon 
ne se resolvent en un cauehemar trop penible 
pour songer meme a nne vaeance! 

Mais que Tune ou Fautre alternative se rea- 
lise, nos lecteurs n ? ont pas a redouter que le pro- 
chain iramero de notre revue en souffre; Parti- 
cle de notre aiicien president, M. le Juge Sicotte, 
sur le proees de Daniel Disney, en 1767, est deja 
entre les mains de 1'imprimeur ; M. Benjamin 
Suite nous a egalement fourni le manuscrit 
d'un tres interessant article sur la chanson ba- 
teliere canadienne de Moore "Row } brothers, 
row"; et nous pouvons annoncer, sans trop d'in- 
discretion, qu'un de nos plus grands hommes 
d'etat se propose d'ecrire a notre intention, pen- 
dant la vaeance, un article historique et aneedo- 
tique sur une epoque interessante et pen eonnue 
de notre histoire. 
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Ainsi done, amis lecteurs, e'est avee une cons- 
cience legere que nous prenons conge de vous 
jusqu'en oetobre; nous ne craignons mSme pas 
de vous declarer que nous n'eprouverons aucun 
remords a jouer du chalumeau a Pom ore d'un 
hetre pendant que vous baillerez peut-etre a la 
lecture de ces pages. 

VICTOR MORIN. 
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